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themselves but also the peoples of Europe. Are you
aware of this in Holland ? Are you in spirit with
the men, women, and children of Madrid who re-
fuse to be subdued by any terror ? When shall we
hear Europe's cry of protest against such shameful
cruelty, against these " Nationalists/' who are so
clearly abhorred by their own nation ?

MADRID, November i8th.

The underlying causes of our retreat from Getafe
were deep-rooted, and unavoidable in the case of
an army not systematically built up over a period
of years but improvised as it were by the proletariat
in the space of a few months. There were also the
special political circumstances in Spain to be taken
into account. Disunity between Anarchists and
Communists, who both feared that the opposite
party would seize power, led to the appointment of
officers not on grounds of military capacity but
purely on grounds of political reliability. Further-
more, when military operations began, promotion
took place on grounds of proven courage, which in
many cases is a very different thing from possessing
an insight into military affairs or a capacity for
organization. Our captain, for instance, is the